[Difficulty in using RP, PL, and EW factors in the Japanese classification of pancreatic carcinoma].
The classification of pancreatic carcinoma by the Japan Pancreas Society reflects the prognosis of each stage better than does the TMN classification. On the other hand, there are too many factors to examine in the Japanese system, some of which are difficult to use and have low accuracy in pre- and/or intraoperative diagnosis (RP and PL), and their analysis requires various specimen handling procedures (EW). We propose that: 1) a simple, easy decision flow chart be established for ew and 2) EW/ew be designated as (-) or (+) and for EW/ew (+) cases other factors (ly, v, pl, and direct tumor invasion) be added (for example, ew (+)-pl).